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relating to the Straits was to lapse because of Russia's de-
sertion of the Allies.9
Finally, it appears from the records that the confidence
between the Allies was not too great. Great Britain re-
versed a century-old policy very unwillingly and France,
who because of her alliance was much closer to Russia than
any of the Allied Powers, was even more reluctant than
England to concede what Paris regarded as the somewhat
exorbitant claims of Russia. Italy was not even informed of
the understanding when she joined the Allies; when the mat-
ter could no longer be kept secret from her, she also gave
her consent reluctantly—and for a price.10
9	The important documents relating- to the secret agreements conced-
ing Constantinople and the Straits are printed in Constantinople et les
Detroit*, Vol. L  The British reply constituting acceptance of Russia's
demand is dated March 12, 1915, op. cit., No. LXXVH, p. 205; the
French acceptance was  forthcoming  only after some  wrangling  on
April 10, 1915, ib:d., No. XCDC p. 232, These arrangements were com-
pleted by assurances given to Russia by the British and French Govern-
ments, on April 22 and 23, 1915, respectively, that the Allied commit-
ments to Italy in no way affected understandings already arrived at
between the "three governments.   Ibid., Nos.  CXXXI  and  CXXXII,
pp. 284-85. Concerning French reaction to Russian claims to the Straits
see Poincare, op. cit., Vol. VI, Chap. Ill, pp. 86ff. For Sazonow's own
account of the negotiations with the Allies see  his Fateful  Years,
pp. 245ff.
10	The agreement concerning the Straits was communicated to Italy
only in October, 1916.  In a memorandum of November 6, 1916, the
Italian Ambassador at St. Petersburg advised Russia that Italy would
assent to the understanding relating to Constantinople and the Straits if
she could share equally the privileges secured in that region for France
and Great Britain and if she could realize her aspirations in the Near
East. An exchange of notes between the Russian Ambassador at Rome
and the Italian Foreign Office on December 2,  1916, records Italy's
acquiescence in the annexation of Constantinople and the Straits by
Russia. See Constantinople et les Detroits, Vol. I, Nos. CLIII, p. 305,
CLVH, p. 309, CLXV, p. 344 and CLXVT, p. 345.

